 camToo    - The Proposal

1

Public Transport - Rapid Transit

The prime element is to utilise the railway line to Cambridge from the north and combine it with the fact that Newmarket Road, being the only dual carriageway to penetrate close to the City Centre, is wide enough for dedicated lanes in both directions.

Normal railway activity, ‘heavy’, rail does not readily mix with frequent ‘light’ rail activity even if rail vehicles are used, and certainly not a ‘bus-tram’ planned by Cambridge Rapid Transit Ltd (CRT) for their first route from Trumpington to Downing Street, and also proposed by the CHUMMS (Cambridge – Huntingdon Multi Modal Study) report for easing traffic on the A14 into Cambridge from the north utilising the old railway line from St Ives.

Whatever form of public transport is chosen a new crossing of the Cam is required.  At the Anne Campbell’s September 2001 Cambridge Transport Summit it was stated by Railtrack that the existing railway line north of Cambridge would be at capacity once the planned new trains to Birmingham and Norwich started running.

Hence in order to utilise the railway line ‘corridor’ it will be necessary to provide a new route alongside it, no problem in Chesterton, but requiring doubling of the railway bridge across the Cam followed by doubling the embankment that separates Stourbridge Common from Ditton Meadows.

The camToo Project can put in place new embankments alongside both sides of the railway line possibly involving up to 100,000 tonnes of earth enabling one side to carry a road based system as proposed by CHUMMS, and the other extra railway tracks to provide extra capacity for the proposed Waterbeach – Addenbrookes Shuttle and/ or Railtrack’s proposal to run all trains that come into Cambridge from the South to a ‘Parkway’ station on Chesterton Sidings. 

The simplest version would be to use the side nearest Cambridge for a bus only road

The suggested route follows the approach proposed by CRT for their Trumpington route.  A one way route running anti clockwise around the Grafton Centre by using Maids Causeway, Emmanuel Street, Parkside, and East Road with stops convenient for the Grafton Centre, Midsummer Common, Drummer Street, Parkside School, Mill Road, and the Warner Cinemas.

The route would then run along Newmarket Road using the existing bus lanes which have been described by the County planners as extremely effective.

At Barnwell Bridge the buses leaving the town would dive down to the level of the railway, those coming into Cambridge would pass under Barnwell Bridge before climbing to the road carriageway and so avoid conflict.  The buses would then run along the West or Stourbridge Common side of the railway, across the Cam, and continue alongside the line until level with Cowley Road.  They would turn into an extended Cowley Road to go past the Park & Ride, and then cross Milton Road using the existing traffic lights for the Science Park and utilise the circular road in the Science Park to return.

In the past the level crossing on Fen Lane in Chesterton has been identified as a problem.  This scheme would enable it to be replaced by a new level crossing at the bottom of the extended Cowley Road, indeed there is likely to be enough material to build approach embankments for a new bridge over the railway.

The prime attraction of this is it provides a new river crossing for public transport from the Science Park and Cowley Road which will enable a reliable service to be provided to the retail park on Newmarket Road and the City centre.

Should at a later date the decision be made to introduce a bus-tram system into Cambridge the road could easily be converted and the route extended out of the Science Park onto the old St Ives railway line by the Regional College and onto St Ives.  Similarly dedicated routes could be provided to the Newmarket Road Park & Ride by using the old Mildenhall railway line alignment, and to Cambridge Station by running further south alongside the main railway line if there is room.

The scheme would then intersect most of the main routes into Cambridge from the North and East offering the possibility that buses from further out could terminate at the Park & Rides plus Histon. These points would become interchanges, improving bus utilisation by reducing time spent in traffic. (Outside rush hours buses could still terminate in the City centre).

2       
Transport  - Cycling

Currently there are three unconnected schemes for cycle-ways or part cycle-ways into Cambridge from the North and East.  The most publicised one is for a cycle bridge over the A14 at Milton, cost estimated at well over £1 million.  This would be of benefit to cyclists heading for the Science Park from Milton but is of little value for cyclists penetrating further into Cambridge, they still have to negotiate Milton Road with its numerous openings, pollution, etc.  This scheme is likely to be delayed for several years until the A14 is widened under the CHUMMS proposals.

The second scheme is by Sustrans and is for a 2.5 minimum metre wide leisure cycle road, across Ditton Meadows from Howards Close to the Cam, under the railway by means of a new bridge along the edge of the river, before crossing Stourbridge Common to finish at the end of Riverside.  One version of this would approach Ditton Meadows along the track of the old Mildenhall railway line giving access to and from Marshalls and the Newmarket Road Park & Ride.  However the tortuous route to be carved across the Meadows and Common means this will be of little attraction to ‘commuting’ cyclists.

The third proposal, being promoted by the Cambridge Cycling Campaign is for the ‘Chisholm Way’, a super-cycleway involving a 3.5 metre wide bridge alongside the railway across the Cam and running down the side of the railway line all the way to Addenbrookes. 

The camToo scheme will integrate all these three schemes, in particular offering better routes to the City centre from Milton and the Newmarket Road Park & Ride.

Starting from Four Lamps Corner at the junction of Victoria Avenue and Maids Causeway the cycle-ways would follow the existing route to the Cam, under Elizabeth Way Bridge and along Riverside. 

At Riverside they would follow the edge of a new section of river along the Newmarket Road edge of Stourbridge Common.  At the railway line one route would climb up to the level of the line and bus route to run parallel with the bus route giving access to the same places, Cowley Road Park & Ride and the Science Park.

The other two routes would go under the widened railway embankment continuing to act as a towpath along the side of the new stretch of river. The cycle route replicating the Sustrans approach would then follow alongside the bus-tram extension to the Newmarket Road Park & Ride.

The Milton cycle-way would follow the new stretch of river as it curves around the end of Ditton Meadows to rejoin the existing Cam at ‘Ditton Corner’, the bend of the river at the bottom of Fen Ditton High Street reached by keeping to the left of the church.

At Ditton Corner there would be a new cycle-bridge over the Cam.  The cycle-way would then follow the course of the river round ‘Grassy Corner’ and ‘First Post Corner’, go under the A14 by means of the ‘Bovis Bridge’ before leaving the Cam to cut across the fields to join Fen Lane, Milton, reaching the centre of the village using the level crossing and Fen Lane.

It is estimated that regular cyclists would be able to reach the Newmarket Road Park & Ride and the centre of Milton within ten minutes of leaving Four Lamps Corner – the only crossings would be Ditton Lane on the ‘cheap’ route to Newmarket Road Park & Ride, and the level crossing on the route to Milton.  

By dramatically improving the way into central Cambridge for cyclists, keeping them away from pollution, general traffic, etc. it is envisaged there would be a considerable increase in the numbers using bikes for commuting to work.  If it were possible to complete the ‘Chisholm Way’ to Addenbrookes these would rise even further.

3           
River  Cam and Rowing

The Cam would be dualled from the end of Riverside to Ditton Corner by running a new ‘Cut’ along the Newmarket Road edge of both Stourbridge Common and Ditton Meadows curving round the edge of the Meadows to rejoin the main river at Ditton Corner. Until recently ‘developments leading to increased use of the Common’ were taboo even though it is public land.  However this taboo has been broken with the approval of the cycling road proposed by Sustrans.

The new stretch of river, which provides the material for widening the railway embankment to take the camToo bus-tram route and Chisholm Cycle-way, would turn the Common and Meadows into an island thereby protecting them whilst enabling far more of the population to benefit from them than the current ‘elite’ few.

The prime benefit for rowing will be to dramatically increase the numbers that can train effectively and safely at any one time, thereby enabling recent cutbacks to be reversed.  Ideally there would be a straight stretch of new river from Riverside of at least 1,000 metres which if made 30 metres wide (the width of the current river by the Pike & Eel in Chesterton) would enable three abreast racing.  This would probably be for less than 6 days a year.  For the rest of the time it would enable extra mooring to be provided reducing the overcrowding of houseboats on the existing river, particularly along Riverside from the Industrial Museum to Stourbridge Common, the cause of some of the problems for rowers, as the river is now too narrow for crews to pass easily without contact.

During the recent floods on the Cam the difference in levels reached between what would be the beginning of the camToo cut and its end was circa 2 feet.  If camToo had been in existence this would have been reduced to 6 inches.  In turn this would have lowered the level where Riverside was flooded by 18 inches which would have stopped the water entering property.

4               
Funding

Always an issue. However two years ago Cambridge was identified by rowing’s national body, The Amateur Rowing Association, as one of four priority sites in the UK requiring extra water for training.  This means that any development in Cambridge which created more water for training would have priority when applying for a share of the Amateur Rowing Association’s capital Lottery Funds.  These have been as much as £2 million a year.

Full costs of the camToo scheme would be many £ millions.  However dualling the river, widening the railway embankment, constructing the new bridge for the new Cut to pass under the railway, (the major engineering element of the scheme), and associated bridges over the river has been estimated as £4 - £5 million, hence within the scope of Sports Lottery funding.  Similarly because Cambridge has priority, a professional evaluation of the scheme is expected to be eligible for assistance, what is needed is a ‘recognised organisation’ to apply for it.

