New River to solve Cambridge’s Traffic Jams?

Executive summary

The camToo Project is a proposal to solve traffic problems on Cambridge’s oldest major transport artery, the River Cam, and at the same time solve some of those with newer forms of transport as well as improving, and protecting various parts of Cambridge’s historic environment.

To make it even more attractive it is just possible that by integrating several schemes that have already started looking for funds it might be possible to get substantial synergy between them sweetened by £2 - £3 million Sports Lottery funding.

The heart of the proposal is to link both the Newmarket Road and Cowley Road Park and Ride schemes with the City Centre by dedicated bus / tram track ways to Newmarket Road at Barnwell Bridge.  From there the routes could run down the centre of Newmarket Road, or use the existing bus lanes. The main civil engineering work would be to widen the railway embankment as it runs between Barnwell Bridge and Chesterton, plus a new bridge over the river Cam alongside the existing railway bridge.

The material needed for the embankment would be excavated on site, the cheapest possible way.  The trench dug for this would form a dual ‘waterway’ for just over a mile of the Cam, turning Stourbridge Common and Ditton Meadows into an island to protect them from overuse and exploitation whilst at the same time clearing the jams of rowing boats on the river, particularly during early mornings over the two winter terms.

A further benefit is that the two Park & Rides, and Milton, would end up with dedicated pollution free cycle-ways to the City Centre using Riverside. (It is estimated ‘commuting’ cyclists would be able to reach Four Lamps Corner in ten minutes from the three starting points).

The benefits therefore will be to the 4,000 rowers who use the Cam during the year, the hundreds who would cycle into Cambridge if the cycle-ways were better, the thousands who use the Cowley Road and Newmarket Road Park & Rides, and the whole population of the region who gain from less congestion, pollution, and better access to both the historic centre of Cambridge, and the high tech activities to the north of the City..

In the last 12 months there have been several developments that make the project more viable.

1) Planning permission has been granted to Sustrans to carve a road for cyclists across Ditton Meadows and Stourbridge Common; The camToo Project will cause less long term damage and indeed protect this part of the Green Belt by turning the Meadows and Common into an island.

2) There is a realisation that dedicated high quality public transport links are needed to help solve Cambridge’s traffic problems.  In particular activity this year has included:-

a) Cambridge Rapid Transit’s application to run bus-trams from the Trumpington Park & Ride to the City Centre; 

b) The preliminary report of CHUMMS 

c) The application from Gallagher Estates for a bus-tramway from Oakington to the City centre,

3) Cambridge has been selected by the Amateur Rowing Association as one of 4 priority sites in the country for support for extra rowing water. The rules for Sports Lottery Funding Capital grants have moved clearly in favour of supporting training facilities rather than competition facilities. The dualled mile of the river Cam would be used every day by up to 2,000 rowers as well as the other daily benefits.

The next step

What is now required is a preliminary civil engineering study to check the feasibility of the project and establish an order of cost.  There is a chance that the Eastern Region Rowing Council, the official regional body for rowing, may be able to apply to the Sports Lottery fund for money, probably circa £10,000, based on a budget figure from W S Adkins in 1999.

For further information contact Richard Moseley; e-mail, Richard.Moseley@ukonline.co.uk 

or snail mail,  110, Cambridge Road, Barton, Cambridge, CB3 7AR.  O1223 262267

